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Each grade would crown an “Art Queen” who 

would represent the art gallery for their class. 

Students would raise 

money to purchase 

artworks for the 

Collection and the 

Queen of the class 

that raised the most 

money would get 

to unveil the prize 

artwork in a special 

assembly. 1950s1950s
1953 ART CLUB
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The 
Museum was on the same campus as both the junior high and high school and all six grades (7th through 12th) would contribute 
to the celebration of the annual Salon. They contributed by raising money, hanging the show, and  learning about the art.

“Every April we had to write an art theme.. Oh, we would go over and sit when we had time, walk through the museum, see which picture we wanted to write about.”Beth Larsen, ‘54 Oral History

“Our people consider the collection a 

community property,” says Principal Paul K. 

Walker. “They take pride in it. And the whole 

community helps pay for it. About one third 

of the money ($8,000 a year) needed to 

support the gallery comes from the students.”

In 1950 & 1951, Norman Rockwell exhibited his work 

Ichabod Crane in the Annual Salon. The students of 

Draper Elementary acquired it for their collection, while 

the Springville High School students chose a more 

abstract work by Iver Rose.
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Iver Rose
(1899 - 1972) b. Chicago, IL

He Said, She Said  c.1950
oil on board
Gift from 1950 Springville Junior High School Eighth Grade Class

Anna Vaughn Hyatt Huntington
(1876 - 1973) b. Cambridge, MA

Lady Godiva  1948
bronze
Gift of  the Artist
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Avard Tennyson Fairbanks
(1897 - 1987) b. Provo, UT

Mother and Child  1928
marble
Gift from the Artist

LeConte Stewart
(1891 - 1990) b. Glenwood, UT

Threshing Wheat in Porterville  1948
oil on board
Gift from the 1952 Springville High School Junior Class

“I’ll never 
forget it. 

I mean, I have probably 

thought of that sculpture, th
at piece i

n 

my mind and seen
 that many, many tim

es... 

that made an impressio
n on me because 

it speaks so
 much. There’s 

just so much 

love, d
evotion.”

Rich ard Sumsion, ‘47
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Farrell Reuben Collett
(1907 - 2000) b. Bennington, ID

Sudanese  1953
oil on board
Gift from 1953 Springville High School Senior Class

Bent Franklin Larsen
(1882 - 1970) b. Monroe, UT

Susquehanna River  1955
oil on canvas
Gift from 1955 Springville High School Junior and Senior Classes

DID YOU KNOW? 

B.F. Larsen was the first Springville 

School art teacher and first director 

of the Springville Art Institute. He left 

his position to teach at BYU in 1908.
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Fremont F. Ellis
(1897 - 1985) b. Virginia City, MT

Navajo Girls and “Naki Deezht two sisters Navajo”  1957
oil on canvas
Gift from 1958 Springville High School Senior Class

Harrison Thomas Groutage
(1925 - 2013) b. Richmond, UT

Integration  1959
gouache/tempera
Gift from 1959 Springville Junior High School Student Body


