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Guided Critique

Grade Level: 3-5 



Look at this sculpture  
and describe what you 
see. 

1. Describe the colors 
that you see.

2. Describe the shapes 
that you see. How 
many circles are 
there? 

3. Describe the lines 
that you see. Are 
they skinny? Are 
they thick?



Respond

1. How does this 
sculpture make you 
feel?  Why?

2. How do you think 
the sculpture was 
built? Why?

3. Does it look like 
anything you’ve 
seen before? If so, 
what? 



Imagine

1. This artwork moves. 
Can you guess what 
parts move? 

2. Imagine that the 
artwork comes from 
another world. What 
is that world like? 
Who lives there? 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIN204a5TnU


Analyze 
● What is making the sculpture move? How can you tell?
● What sounds can you hear?
● After seeing the sculpture in action, do your feelings about the sculpture 

change? 
● Is there anything else new that you notice? 



Context
Andrew Smith is a sculpture artist from Lehi, 
Utah. 

He makes his sculptures out of “junk” that he 
finds at yard sales, abandoned farms and 
mills, and sometimes off the side of the road! 

Some make noise, some are powered by 
water- one even has a tornado inside of it.



Andrew Smith, Tornado, 2000, Melding   

This sculpture uses small fans 
and a fountain mister (diffuser)  
To create a small tornado. If 
you stick your hand in, the 
tornado will stop working- it will 
only return after your hand is 
gone and the air is back to 
normal. 



This is a video of Andrew Smith’s work called “Final Cut.” See if you can follow the 
rolling balls! 

Andrew Smith, Final Cut, 2012, 
melded, Ripley’s believe it or not

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfUaYiaN5HE


Connection to Art History 
● Kinetic art is art that moves or appears to 

move. 
● It became popular in the 20th century. 
● There are many different kinds. Kinetic art 

can be powered by a motor, by water, by 
wind, or by other forces. 

○ How is Moon Pool powered? 

● Kinetic Art can be art that doesn’t move, but 
appears to. Alexander Calder, Antenna with Red and Blue Dots, 1953, 

Tate 

This piece is a mobile- wind and other 
natural forces can help it move on its 
own.  



Connection to Art History
● Op art is art that does not move but 

appears to move. 
○ What about the art in this image makes it 

look like its moving?

● It is style of art developed in the 50s 
with the pop art movement.

● It often uses geometric shapes and 
colors to trick your eye. 

● Do you like the Op art piece? Why or 
why not? 

 Bridget Riley, Untitled [Fragment ⅝], 1965, Tate



Create!
See if you can make Kinetic Art like Andrew Smith

1. Find your materials. With the help of a parent or guardian, find cool “junk” 
around the house that your family doesn’t use anymore! Or go to a yard sale 
and see what you can find.

2. Connect the pieces using tape or glue
3. See if you can make water run or make a ball roll
4. Have fun and be creative! Andrew Smith says that his art only has one 

purpose: fun! 

Videos for inspiration: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dbOYUdr4dZg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qs88aC0k0yI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dbOYUdr4dZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qs88aC0k0yI


Further Learning
● To read his bio and see more of his work, visit Andrew Smith’s website here: 

https://www.andrewsmithart.com/ 
● Go to the museum and check out Moon Pool in person
● Go to this website for a lesson on how to make your own Op Art: 

https://kinderart.com/art-lessons/arthistory/op-art-shaded-shapes-lesson/
● For a cool video about other kinetic sculptures, check out this YouTube video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kDHDeoMM82g 

 

https://www.andrewsmithart.com/
https://kinderart.com/art-lessons/arthistory/op-art-shaded-shapes-lesson/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kDHDeoMM82g

